
Bally Groundwater Contamination Site 
Bally Borough, Berks County, Pennsylvania 

U.S. EPA INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLEANUP

PLAN FOR THE BALLY GROUNDWATER SITE


EPA Announces Cleanup Plan 

The  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is announcing  the  availability of its 
Proposed  Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) for 
addressing  1,4­dioxane  contamination in the 
Bally public  water  system. The  public  is 
invited  to review the  PRAP  and  provide 
comments to EPA. 

The  PRAP  evaluates several alternatives that 
EPA can use  to address 1,4­dioxane 
contamination in the Bally public water supply. 
The  contamination  is the  result of past 
operations at the  former  Bally Engineered 
Structures (BES) Facility. The BES Facility is 
the  source of contamination at the  Bally 
Groundwater  Contamination  Superfund Site 
(the Site). The Site  is located  in Bally, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania. 

EPA evaluated  two  alternatives to address the 
1,4­dioxane  contamination  present in  the 
Borough of Bally’s public  water  system. The 
alternatives included: 

1.	 Installing a new municipal supply well 
in a location not contaminated by the 
site; 

2.	 Providing additional treatment at the 
current municipal supply well to reduce 
1,4­dioxane in the existing water 
supply system to acceptable levels. 

EPA prefers Alternative 1: Installing a new 
municipal supply well. 

What is 1,4­dioxane? 

1,4­dioxane is a clear liquid that dissolves in water 
at all concentrations. It is used primarily as a 
solvent in the manufacture of chemicals and as a 
laboratory reagent. 1,4­dioxane also has various 
other uses that take advantage of its solvent 
properties. It is a trace contaminant of some 
chemicals used in cosmetics, detergents, and 
shampoos. However, manufacturers now reduce 
1,4­dioxane from these chemicals to low levels 
before these chemicals are made into products used 
in the home. 

For more information on 1,4­dioxane: 

www.atsdr.cdc.gov 

Description of Alternatives 

Alternative 1 

A well site has been identified north of the Borough, 
located  outside  of the  Bally Superfund  Site 
contamination area.  This option would  include  the 
construction of a new municipal supply well  at the 
well site and construction of a pipeline to convey the 
water to the Bally public water system. In addition, 
the  Site  ground  water  monitoring  plan would  be 
modified, and  a  contingency plan would  be 
developed, to make sure  that the  new well remains 
free of contamination from the Site. 
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EPA Update on the Bally Groundwater Contamination Site 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Attn:  Alicia Walls (3HS52) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 




